
August 3, 2023

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Speaker of the House
H-232, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker McCarthy,

We are disappointed that Republican leadership cancelled votes in July with so many pressing 
issues facing our country. Foremost amongst those is the gun violence crisis that is the leading 
cause of death for children in America. 

As Members of the Gun Violence Prevention Task Force, we call on you to schedule votes on 
gun violence prevention legislation as soon as possible this year. We also have a new standing 
request that should the vote schedule fall apart again, you would fill that time to vote on life-
saving gun violence prevention legislation, instead of canceling votes altogether. 

Gun violence is the leading cause of death of children in America since 2020. Last year, 1,686 
children were killed and another 4,485 were injured by gun violence. Despite this preventable 
carnage, the House has yet to vote on even one gun violence prevention bill. 

To save the lives of our kids, we only need the opportunity to vote on gun violence prevention 
legislation and the support from a tiny minority of the Republican Conference. For example, if 
only 20 Republicans, 10 in the House and 10 in the Senate voted for the Bipartisan Background 
Checks bill, we would have the votes to help prevent felons, domestic abusers, terrorists and 
people with serious mental health conditions from accessing guns. 

The American people strongly support action on the gun violence crisis and the gun violence 
prevention laws that will keep their kids alive. A recent Fox News poll shows that 87 percent 
support universal background checks; 80 percent support red flag laws and 61 percent support 
banning assault weapons.

We reiterate our insistence that the House schedule votes on gun violence prevention legislation 
without further delay and also offer to quickly advance gun violence prevention legislation 
should other planned legislation be canceled again. 

Sincerely,



Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress

Glenn Ivey
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Grace F. Napolitano
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress



Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Donald Norcross
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Kathy Manning
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Jake Auchincloss
Member of Congress



Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress

Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

Lisa Blunt Rochester
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Tony Cárdenas
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Kathy Castor
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Gerald E. Connolly
Member of Congress

J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Anna G. Eshoo
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Valerie P. Foushee
Member of Congress



Maxwell Alejandro Frost
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Steven Horsford
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Daniel T. Kildee
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

John B. Larson
Member of Congress

Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Susie Lee
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Seth Magaziner
Member of Congress



Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Grace Meng
Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress

Gregory W. Meeks
Member of Congress

Morgan McGarvey
Member of Congress

Jared Moskowitz
Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Member of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress

Stacey E. Plaskett
Member of Congress

Katie Porter
Member of Congress

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Patrick K. Ryan
Member of Congress



Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

Mikie Sherrill
Member of Congress

Abigail Davis Spanberger
Member of Congress

Mark Takano
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Norma J. Torres
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Member of Congress

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Joseph D. Morelle
Member of Congress



Angie Craig
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Nancy Pelosi
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress


